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NEWSNOTES
NEWS
Cause of Sister Rosalie Rendu, D.C. On May 30, 2000, the Congress
of Theologians of the Sacred Congregation for the Cause of Canonization examined the file on the heroic virtues of Sister Rosalie Rendu.
The theologians were unanimous in recognizing her heroic practice of
the theological and cardinal virtues, and the virtues of her state.
Canonization of Francis Regis Clet, C.M. Francis Regis Clet, C.M.,
was canonized by Pope John Paul II on October 1, 2000. The new saint
was among 120 Chinese martyrs canonized. Clet was martyred in China
in 1820! He was the inspiration behind the missionary vocation of Saint
Jean-Gabriel Perboyre.
EVENTS
Seton Legacy III Symposium. Seton Legacy is sponsored by the Federation of the Sisters of Charity in the Vincentian / Setonian tradition
every four years. It is an opportunity to promote serious study of
Elizabeth Ann Seton in ways which engage and integrate head and
heart, mind and spirit. The purpose of Seton Legacy is to foster scholarly reflection and publication in ways that involve collaboration among
the various congregations which are members of the Federation. This
opportunity allows participants to deepen their understanding and
appreciation of the Seton heritage and charism. The theme for the 20001
Seton Legacy will be: "Elizabeth Seton: Incarnational Spirituality for a
Contemporary World." The symposium will be held in three sites: May
3-6, 2001, at Mount Saint Joseph, Cincinnati, Ohio; July 5-8 at
Emmitsburg, Maryland; and October 5-8 at Convent Station, New Jersey. More information on speakers and topics will be forthcoming.
2511 anniversary of the canonization of Elizabeth Ann Seton. To celebrate
25th
anniversary of the canonization of Elizabeth Ann Seton, the
the
College of Mount Saint Vincent, the College of Saint Elizabeth, Saint
John's University, the Sisters of Charity of New Jersey, the Sisters of
Charity of New York, and the Eastern Province of the Vincentians
sponsored a symposium entitled, "Elizabeth Ann Seton: Explore her
Wisdom." Speakers included Tom Sine, Futurist who reflected on

406
globalization in "McWorld." Reverend Tom McKenna, C.M., who spoke
on how Vincent de Paul's horizons shaped Elizabeth. Wendy Wright
who explored how Elizabeth managed to live on the edge from the
center. Finally, Susan Thornton, a dramatist who in portraying Elizabeth helped participants to pray, reflect and vision the future of the
Vincentian-Setonian Tradition. This symposium was offered the weekend of October 13-15, 2000, at St. John's University, Queen's Campus,
the College of Saint Elizabeth in Convent Station, New Jersey, and the
College of Mount Saint Vincent, Riverdale, New York.
400th Anniversary of the Ordination of Saint Vincent de Paul. In celebration of the 400th anniversary of Saint Vincent's ordination (September 23, 1600) the French provinces sponsored a colloquium on
October 20-22, 2000, at the mother house in Paris. Presentations included:
Bernard Koch, C.M., "Vincent de Paul: From priest to evangelizer."
Christian Sens, CM., "Vincent de Paul: His vision of the priesthood."
Richard Cadoux, CO., "Vincent de Paul: Working with others
as a formator of priests."
Raymond Facelina, CM., "Vincent de Paul: The priest who
questions every aspect of life."
José Ubillis, C.M., "Vincent de Paul: A call to sanctity."
PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS
Paul Kleber Monod, The Power of Kings: Monarchy and Religion in
Europe, 1589-1715 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000), pp. 417.
From the jacket cover: "In the sixteenth century, the kings of Europe
were like gods to their subjects. Within 150 years, however, this view
of monarchs had altered dramatically: a king was the human, visible
sign of the rational state. How did such a momentous shift in political
understanding come about? This sweeping book explores the changing cultural significance of the powers of European kings from the assassination of France's Henry III to the death of Louis XIV. Paul Kleber
Monod draws on political history, political philosophy, anthropology,
sociology, and literature to understand the relationship between kings
and their political subjects, and the interplay between monarchy and
religion. He also makes use of thirty five paintings and statues to illuminate the changing public image of kings.
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Discussing monarchies throughout Europe, Monod describes how
sixteenth-century kings and queens were thought to heal the sick with
a touch, were mediators between divine authority and the Christian
self in quasi-religious ceremonies, and were seen as ideal mirrors of
human identity. By 1715 the sacred authority of the monarchy had been
supplanted by an ideology fusing internal moral responsibility to
external obedience to an abstract political authority. Subjects were
expected to identify not with a sacred king but with the natural person
of the ruler. No longer divine, the kings and queens of the Enlightenment took up a new, more human place in the hearts and minds of
their subject."
This work provides a fine background to understanding the role
of the monarchy in France, especially during the lifetime of Saint Vincent and the formative years of the Congregation of the Mission and
the Daughters of Charity.
Daniel Hickey, Local Hospitals in Ancien Regime France. Rationalization, Resistance, Renewal, 1530-1789 (McGill-Queen's University Press,
Toronto, 1999). From the jacket cover: "At a time when governments
are obsessed with cutting back the social network and encouraging
private charities to meet the needs of the poor and the ill, Daniel Hickey
provides a timely look at retrenchment strategies in local hospitals in
Ancien Regime France. He explores two opposing campaigns to reform poor relief and aid to the sick: attempts by the French Crown to
centralize social services by eliminating local institutions, and initiatives by the local population to revitalize those same institutions."
Bernard Barbiche, Les institutions de la monarch ie francaise a l'epoque
moderne (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1999). From the jacket
cover: "What was the nature of monarchical power in France at the
dawn of the modern era? How should "absolutism" be understood?
How did the king actually govern? Who were the agents that executed
his orders? These are some of the questions which this volume tries to
answer through its methodical study of the principal national and local
institutions of France under the Ancien Regime. Attention is paid to
the organization of ministerial departments, to their bureaus, their personnel, their methods of work, and their records. These illustrate the
growth of the state and the development of its bureaucracy. The numerous entries, the detailed index, and bibliography of this volume
contribute to its value for students of this period."
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Marie-Ange Duvignacq-Glessen, L'ordre de la Visitation a Paris aux
XVIIe et XVIIIe siècle (Paris: Cerf, 1994), PP. 343. This work examines
the Ancién Regime history of the three convents of the Visitation located in Paris. Saint Vincent's role as the ecclesiastical superior for the
two Visitations founded in his lifetime in the city are highlighted.
Ian Dunlop, Louis XIV (New York: Saint Martin's Press, 2000), pp.
488. Award winning biography of the Sun King, developing an understanding of the man within the framework of his era - one of great
strides for French artists, literateurs, architects, and religious - a life
replete with great success and great failure, a marriage of brilliance
with arrogance, shrewdness with success. A balanced work useful to
Vincentian historians in that it sets the context for Vincent, Louise and
their milieu. This is the France from which they emerged.
Nigel Aston, Religion and Revolution in France, 1780-1804 (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 2000), pp. 430. From
the jacket cover: "While the French Revolution has been much discussed
and studied, its impact on religious life in France is rather neglected.
Yet, during this brief period, religion underwent great changes that
affected everyone: clergy and laypeople, men and women, Catholics,
Protestants and Jews. The 'Reign of Terror' of the Revolution drove
the Church underground, permanently altering the relationship between Church and State. Nigel Aston offers a readable guide to these
tumultuous events. While the structures and beliefs of the Catholic
Church are central, it does not neglect minority groups like Protestants and Jews. Among other features, the book discusses the Constitutional Church, the end of state support for Catholicism, the
'Dechristianisation' campaign and the Concordat of 1801-02.
Key themes are the capacity of all the Churches for survival and
adaptation, the role of religion in determining political allegiances
during the Revolution, and the turbulence of Church-State relations.
In this masterly study, based on the latest evidence, Aston sheds
new light on a dynamic period in European history and its impact on
the next 200 years of religious life in France."
DISSERTATIONS
Jean-Charles Niclas, from the Ecole Nationale des Chartes in France.
La Famille de Gondi-Retz au tournant des XVIe et XVIIe siècles. Etude de
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l'heritage d'une famille ducale a l'epoque de La Reforme Catholique. ("The
Gondi-Retz Family in the 16th and 17th Centuries. A study of the
heritage of a ducal family in the time of the Catholic Reform.") [Paris:
1996], 330 PP. This dissertation provides a substantive account of the
political, economic and ecclesial importance of the Gondi-Retz family
in France at the time of the Catholic Reform. The author provides many
important insights into the indispensable role played by the Gondi
family, and their varied interests, in the foundation of the Congregation of the Mission.
JOURNALS
Colloque: The Journal of the Irish Province of the Congregation of the
Mission.
Spring 2000, Number 41. Articles include:
"A Spirituality for all Seasons? Some reflections on Vincentianism
in the Third Millennium," by Sister Ellen Flynn, D.C. This article is an
attempt by the author "to explore aspects of the spirituality and mission of Vincent de Paul, in the context of the modern church in the
British Isles, with a view to discerning some pointers that may have
relevance to the future of the Vincentian Movement."
"The Transfiguration of the Commonplace: the psycho-spiritual
development of Louise de Marillac or Was Louise really neurotic?" by
Reverend Eugene Curran, C.M. The author presents a "brief glance" at
the psycho-spiritual development of Louise de Marillac serving to bring
her "out of the shadows of Vincent de Paul." Curran concludes that
Louise is "very much a saint for the twenty-first century; a lay-woman,
a mother, a seeker after the Divine, a relational leader, a discoverer of
new ministries and a spiritual guide, who came to all this very aware
of her psychological vulnerability and the scars of her life experience."
"The spirituality of the Ethiopian Church illustrated in the life of
the monk Ghebre Michael, before his encounter with the Catholic
mission," by Reverend William Clarke, C.M. The author seeks to explore the "tremendous tenacity" of Ghebre's search for truth that was
finally "put to the test of a protracted martyrdom," from the context
of Ghebre Michael's experiences as a monk in the Ethiopian Orthodox
tradition.
Also reprinted is a copy of a 1911 century report by John Cowan,
C.M., on the difficult work of Margaret Aylward, the Lady of Charity
who founded the Sisters of the Holy Faith.
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Vincentiana: This magazine of the Congregation of the Mission is published every two months by the General Curia in Rome.
March-April, 2000, Volume 44, Number 2. Includes:
The 1980 General Assembly of the Congregation of the Mission
requested that each province or group of provinces have its own organization for the promotion of Vincentian Studies. This issue of
Vincentiana presents a survey of the ten groups that are in operation
worldwide. Besides the Vincentian Studies Institute of the United States
these organizations include: CLAPVI (Latin American Conference of
Vincentian provinces); CEVCO (Commission of Vincentian Studies of
Colombia); CAVI (Vincentian Animation Center, Peru); CAVIM (Vincentian Animation and Missionary Center, Chile); MEGVIS (Central
European Vincentian Studies Group); GRAV (Research and Vincentian Animation Group, France); GAV (Vincentian Animation Group,
Italy); Vincentian Study Weeks (Salamanca, Spain); and SIEV (International Secretariat for Vincentian Studies, General Curia).
This issue also includes an article by the superior general, Reverend Robert Maloney, C.M., entitled: "On Uniting Action and Contemplation: A Key to understanding Vincent de Paul."
May-June, 2000, Volume 44, Number 3. As part of the celebrations of
the 400th anniversary of Saint Vincent's ordination this issue of
Vincentiana has a variety of articles relating to the theme: "Saint Vincent, priest."
Luigi Mezzadri, C.M., of the Province of Rome, "The Clergy in the
France of Saint Vincent."; José Maria Roman, C.M., of the Province of
Madrid, "The Priestly Journey of Saint Vincent de Paul. The beginnings: 1600-1612."; Raymond Facelina, C.M., of the Province of Paris,
"The Mission and Vocation of the Priest according to Saint Vincent de
Paul."; Stanislaw Wypych, C.M., of the Province of Poland, "Saint
Vincent de Paul, Formator of Priests."; Alvaro Quevedo Patarroyo,
C.M., of the Province of Colombia, "Saint Vincent, Priest of Charity at
the Service of the Poor. Caring for Spiritual and Temporal Needs."
Also included in this issue is an article by the superior general,
Reverend Robert Maloney, C.M., entitled "Models of Being Holy. A
view toward the Past, Present, and the Future."
Echoes of the Company: The monthly international magazine of the
Company of the Daughters of Charity.
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May, 2000, Number 5. Articles include:
Mother Juana Elizondo, D.C., "Some similarities between Louise
de Marillac and Elizabeth Ann Seton." Conference given at
Emmitsburg, Maryland, on March 25, 2000, at the 150th anniversary
celebrations of the union of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Joseph's with
the Daughters of Charity in Paris, 257-266.
June, 2000, Number 6. Includes:
Fernando Quintano, C.M., "Humor adds to the quality of life.'
Saint Vincent can also make us smile," 285-307.
July-August, 2000, Number 7-9. Includes:
The second half of the article: "Humor adds to the Quality of Life:
Saint Vincent makes us smile" by Fernando Quintano, C.M.
Other Journal Material
The January-June, 1999, issue (V. 85, #214) of the Revue d'Histoire de
l'Eglise de France is dedicated to "'Frederic Ozanam: Intellectuel
catholique." Includes:
"Un nouveau Bienheureux: Frederic Ozanam, Intellectuel
Catholique" by Bernard Barbiche. "Frederic Ozanam: L'Homme et son
message a travers sa Correspondance" by Christine Franconnet of the
Bibliothèque nationale de France. Now that the complete correspondence of Frederic Ozanam has been fully published, it enables us to
grasp the personality and message of the man who was beatified on
22 August 1997 during the World Youth Days in Paris. These 1448 annotated letters, which stretch from 1831 to 1853, present to us a man
whose health was fragile, whose character was anxious and scrupu
lous but also enthusiastic and refined. Finding his drive in the love he
received from his family and friends, and in his own love of the poor,
Ozanam worked all his life, through his scientific studies and his professional activities, to reconcile religion and science. He also sought to
reconcile liberty and religion during his brief period of political activity, in 1848, especially through his involvement in publishing L'Ere
nouvelle. His prescience in understanding the importance of social
questions made him its precursor. His life, which was one of giving
and involvement, was rooted in a profound faith, the foundations of
which were prayer and the sacraments.
""Frederic Ozanam et Lyon" by Marcel Vincent, Ancien aumônier
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national de la Société de Saint-Vincent-de-Paul. Ozanam spent his youth
and began his career as a lawyer in Lyon, where he was married in
1841. Yet his years as a student, and his chair at the Sorbonne, ensured
he would be regarded as a Parisian intellectual. His youthful letters,
published in 1961, show us a man who was a genuine Lyonnais, whose
sensibility was romantic, bearing the Virgilian stamp of the old Roman city, but also that of the people of a modern business city. The
author opens to us the secrets of the hearts and minds of the sons of
the liberal bourgeoisie of Lyon, educated at the College royal, taught
philosophy by abbe" Noirot, that "excellent professor."
"Frédéric Ozanam, étudiant catholique (1831-1836)" by JeanClaude Caron, Université de Franche-Comte'. "A student of law in Paris
from 1831 to 1836, Frederic Ozanam also took an interest in literature,
and obtained two doctorates. As a defender of Catholicism, he tried to
live his faith in the presence of the dominant student environment,
which was readily anticlerical and atheistic. Ozanam developed an
encyclopedic culture which included the sciences and languages, both
ancient and modern, while avoiding the pleasures (balls and carnivals) and the shows (theater) which were available to students at the
time. Close to the spirit of Lamennais, he was captivated by l'Avenir
and the lectures of Lacordaire. Aware of the seriousness of the social
question, he founded, along with some catholic students, a charitable
society, the society of Saint Vincent de Paul."
"Les Catholiques sociaux Parisiens au milieu du XIXe siècle" by
Jacques-Olivier Boudon, Université de Rouen. "The creation of the Saint
Vincent de Paul Society fits into a context of expanding charitable
activity. The society was one of the most important of those works,
extending its influence through the development of local branches
which together formed a network which, from its Parisian base, was
active throughout France as a whole and even abroad. The Society thus
became one of the pivots of the "Catholic Party" that was then taking
shape. This is confirmed by the prosopographical study of Ozanam's
correspondents and of the leaders of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.
Gradually, students gave way to the most prominent Catholic figures
of the day, who became professionals in the world of charitable work.
Parisians by origin or by adoption, they enforced a centralized form of
operation and sought, as did Armand de Melun, to co-ordinate the
entire range of existing charitable activities, thereby confirming the
role of Paris and the capital city of social Catholicism during the nineteenth century."
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by
Claude
Bressolette,
Institut
L'Ere
Nouvelle"
"Frederic Ozanam et
Catholique de Paris. "From 17 April 1848 to 11 January 1849, but especially in May and October 1848, Ozanam contributed 65 articles to
l'Ere nouvelle which, with Lacordaire's assistance, he co-founded with
abbe' Maret. Speaking for the editors, he outlined the newspaper's orientations on 1 May and 8 October, in line with his electoral manifesto
of 15 April. His historical culture, and his ideal of a Christian democracy, explain his interpretation of contemporary political (the coming
of the Republic) and social (the insurrection of June 1848) events, as
well as his views on the social questions that he deals with -- divorce,
socialism, the charitable economy whose program he launched. His
familiarity with Italy made him well qualified to write about the "Italian Question" (over half the articles dealt with it). Positioned between
the conservatives and the progressives, he showed a touching fidelity
to Pius IX, promoter of the alliance between religion and liberty."
"Frederic Ozanam, Historien du haut moyen age" by Pierre Riche",
Université de Paris-X. "When in 1848 Frederic Ozanam issued his
famous appeal "Let us now turn to the Barbarians," he had already
been working for some time on the history of the transition from Antiquity to the Middle Ages. In 1847 and 1849 he published his Sorbonne
lectures with the title of "Germanic Studies," and after his death in
1853, his friends published "The Civilization of the Fifth Century."
Thanks to his knowledge of the sources and the methods he adopted,
Ozanam produced works that are solid and still useful. Before Pirenne
he showed that there was no chasm between Antiquity and the Middle
Ages; before Henri-Irénée Marrou, he studied in detail the schools of
the fourth century and their survival in subsequent centuries; before
Dumézil, he compared Germanic society with those of India and Persia. He saw himself as a Christian historian, praising the civilizing work
of the Church, but knows how to retain a critical attitude when necessary."
"La Sainteté du Laic au XIXe Siècle: Frederic Ozanam (1813-1853)"
by Gerard Cholvy, Université Paul Valery, Montpellier III. "The wonderfully gifted Lyonnais," as abbe" Noirot called him, is known to us
through his correspondence as well as his published works and the
testimony of his contemporaries. His family and the Lyon milieu in
which he grew up prepared him rather better for the intellectual challenges of the early years of the July Monarchy than for the awakening,
which would only come later, of his awareness of the "social ques-tion." He participated in the Catholic revival in the student world of
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Paris, and as a professor at the Sorbonne he gave it an extended lease
of energy. To an intellectual apostolate requiring a confession of faith,
Ozanam added compassion within the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul,
a lay association founded and run by lay people. Involved in the intellectual conflicts of his day (e.g., the freedom to teach, the 1848 Revolution), he managed to avoid insult and calumny. As a Catholic who
was liberal, social and democratic, he was ahead of his time, and his
hopes were quickly dashed. What is also striking in Ozanam is the
universal dimension of the church which would be open to the entire
world, of which missionary expansion was an essential component."

